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Biochemistry senior Steven Segarra studies under Dr. Joel Parker in 
Hudson Hall’s genetics research lab. He is determining the localization and 
interactions of several fundamental antioxidant genes within Drosophila 
melanogaster (fruit flies). Next semester, Segarra, a Dominican Republic 
national from New York City who is also vice president of the Pre-Med Club, 
will also work with Dr. Karina Ckless on the study.
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On the Cover  ¢  A student steps lightly on indigenous rocks surrounding the environmental learning lab 
section of the renewed Hawkins Pond.
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I WANT TO SHARE WITH YOU several steps we are taking 
this fall and beyond to build a stronger and more 
inclusive campus community.

In late October, an offensive illustration ran on the 
front page of the Cardinal Points student newspaper. The 
publication served as a catalyst for expressions of anger, 
hurt and more. It also exposed gaps in our collective 
understanding in matters of diversity, race and respect.

We cannot erase ignorance, bigotry and 
misunderstanding from our society, but we can do more 
to face this head on and become a model for others to 

follow. This includes taking time to listen and learn.
To amplify our learning, I have named Dr. J.W. Wiley as chief diversity officer. 

Now director of the Center for Diversity, Pluralism and Inclusion, he will report to 
me. We will also develop a plan to increase support for ethnic and cultural diversity 
on campus, and a comprehensive Diversity Task Force, made up of faculty, staff, 
students and community representatives, was recently reconstituted and will play an 
important role in formulating this.

Additionally, the Multicultural Alliance will return and be expanded to include 
more students and serve as a place for physical and emotional support for 
multicultural students. We will also sponsor a Diversity Week next semester. It will 
include workshops, training and speakers focused on matters of ethnic, cultural and 
other differences.

We will engage more deeply with the greater Plattsburgh and Clinton County 
communities as well. Our leadership in matters of diversity, social justice, 
understanding and respect is crucial.

As you know, we are a touchstone for diversity in this community as well as among 
colleges in the SUNY system. Nearly 400 international students are on campus from 
69 different countries. This year, we welcomed 108 freshmen from other nations. 
We are justly proud that of the 994 freshmen who entered this fall, 30 percent are 
students of color. 

Like colleges across the nation and region, we face challenges in maintaining and 
growing enrollment. Fewer high school graduates in the North Country and robust 
competition contribute to the problem. Alumni and friends like you are our best 
ambassadors, and we encourage you to share your positive Plattsburgh experiences 
with prospective students and their parents.

And part of those experiences can be shared here, in your redesigned alumni 
magazine. I hope you are pleased with the fresh, new look. It showcases our campus 
well and brings you stories I hope you share, and continue to share, with others.

  
With Warm Wishes,
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AROUND THE POND

THE CENTER FOR NEUROBEHAVIORAL 
HEALTH was awarded $7.5 million in 
state funding over the next five years 
to invest in programs that aim to give 
emotional and financial support to New 
Yorkers living with Alzheimer’s disease 
and their families.

“The funding will go a long way to 
improve the lives of those living with 
Alzheimer’s and other dementia in 
the region we serve,” said Dr. Michael 
Morales, interim executive director for 
the center, which is part of the college’s 
psychology department.

SUNY Plattsburgh is one of nine 
organizations across the state that will 
each receive funds over the course of five 
years. The money will be distributed in 
equal amounts each quarter starting in 
May 2016.

“This state-funded program for 
dementia caregivers is unprecedented 
across the country, which once again 
identifies the SUNY Plattsburgh Center 
for Neurobehavioral Health and its staff 
as an exceptional landmark program, 
with the capability and expertise required 
for exceptional community-service 
program delivery,” said Dr. Richard 
Durant, clinical director of the center.

An estimated 1 million unpaid 
caregivers look after almost 380,000 New 
York residents living with Alzheimer’s 
and other dementias. The number 
of state residents with Alzheimer’s is 
expected to increase to 460,000 by 2025.

“Alzheimer’s disease affects thousands 
of New Yorkers each year and takes a 
devastating toll on both patients and the 
caregivers,” said Gov. Andrew Cuomo. 
“This investment will provide a wide 
range of support and respite services for 
caregivers of individuals with Alzheimer’s 
and similar diseases.”

The Center for Neurobehavioral Health 
employs 29 people who serve about 1,110 
North Country residents annually. The 
grant money will create six new jobs.   n

Center for 
Neurobehavioral Health 
Awarded State Grant

PRESIDENT JOHN ETTLING and 
Provost and Vice President for 
Academic Affairs James Liszka 
presented faculty and staff 
members Chancellor’s Awards for 
Excellence during the academic 
year faculty and staff welcome in 
August.

Recipients are Dr. Timothy 
Mihuc, professor in the Center 
for Earth and Environmental 
Science and director of the Lake 
Champlain Research Institute, 
for excellence in faculty service; 
Dr. Monica Ciobanu, associate professor and chair in criminal justice, 
for excellence in scholarship and creative activities; Elin O’Hara-Gonya 
G’13, associate librarian, for excellence in librarianship; Torrey Wuesthoff, 
adjunct lecturer in English, for excellence in adjunct teaching; Lisa Frennier, 
secretary II in business affairs, for excellence in classified service, and Michael 
Cashman ’03 G’06, assistant director, Center for Student Involvement, and 
Gregory Withrow G’07, associate director, student financial services, both 
for excellence in professional service. The college also honored Dr. Katherine 
Dunham, associate professor and co-chair of psychology, as Outstanding 
Academic Advisor.   n

Chancellor’s Awards for Excellence

Greg Withrow, Tim Mihuc, Lisa Frennier, 
Michael Cashman, Monica Ciobanu, Torrey 
Wuesthoff and Elin OHara-Gonya

THE DEDICATION AND RECEPTION 
of the David and Susan Zebro 
Student Commons during Home-
coming 2015 named the area 
adjacent to the lobby on the first 
floor Au Sable Hall for the alumni 
couple from the Class of 1972.

 The Zebros have supported the 
college in a number of ways over 
the years, most recently providing 
a $50,000 challenge to encourage 
fellow alumni to participate in 
the Feed the Bird Campaign that 
ended June 30. Their challenge 
gift was integrated into a $250,000 
campaign gift supporting the 
Plattsburgh Fund, EOP and the Career Development Center. The Plattsburgh Fund 
provides immediate support for student scholarship and programs dedicated to 
preparing students for success after graduation. The dedication of the David and 
Susan Zebro Student Commons is in recognition for the Zebros gift to the Plattsburgh 
Fund and was sponsored by the Plattsburgh College Foundation.   n

Zebro Student Commons Dedicated

David ’72 and Susan ’72 Zebro were joined by 
friends Thomas ’70 and Marie ’72 Hermes at the 
opening of the Zebro Student Commons. Susan and 
Marie were roommates in college as were David and 
Thomas.
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IN MAY, DR. JOANN 
GLEESON-KREIG, professor 
of nursing and provost 
fellow, was named 
associate vice president for 
academic affairs.

Gleeson-Kreig joined the nursing 
faculty in 1997 after a career that 
included working as a staff nurse with 
a specialty in medical-surgical and 
intensive care nursing at CVPH Medical 
Center. She received her Ph.D. in 
nursing science from the University of 
Connecticut, and her research focused 
on care for type 2 diabetes and nursing 
education.  She serves on the board of 
directors of the University of Vermont 
Health Network Champlain Valley 
Physician’s Hospital and the Behavioral 
Health Services North.

Wealth of Experience
In addition to instructing future nurses, 
“she brings a wealth of experience 
to this position in assessment, 
academic program development and 
accreditation,” said Dr. James Liszka, 
provost and vice president for academic 
affairs.

She was coordinator for the successful 
reaccreditation visit by the Commission 
on Collegiate Nursing Education and 
was a member of the Middle States 
Steering Committee for the 2013 visit. 
Gleeson-Kreig has served for 10 years 
on the General Education Committee, 
four of which as chair, Liszka said. She 
is coordinating assessment of general 
education in her role as provost fellow. 
As chair of the nursing department, 
she facilitated the development of the 
RN-to-BSN program as separate from the 
prelicensure program and an RN-to-BSN 
program at the campus in Queensbury.

New Cohort
In addition, she was instrumental in 
creating a program that allows registered 
nurses who are already working at 
CVPH to take additional courses on the 
hospital campus after their work day is 
completed to earn a bachelor’s in nursing 

New Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs

AROUND THE POND

degree. The first cohort of students in the 
program graduated in May.

New Master of Science in Nursing
Gleeson-Kreig also was behind the 
proposal for a Master of Science in 
Nursing adult-gerontology nurse 
practitioner program, which was recently 
approved by SUNY.

She steps into the role following 
former Associate Provost Steven Light’s 
return to the faculty.

“When I considered the responsibilities 
associated with the position, I believed 
it was a good fit with my skills, interests 
and abilities,” Gleeson-Kreig said. “I like 
to solve problems to make things better. 
I am committed to student success and 
feel this role will give me another way to 
contribute to that goal.”   n

BUTTERFLY BLAISE ’09 
G’13, adjunct lecturer in 
the gender and woman 
studies program, was 
named the college’s Title 
IX coordinator in July.

Title IX is a federal law that prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of sex in 
schools that receive federal funding. 
Often considered the equalizer in 
athletics programming, the law also 
protects all campus constituents — 
students, faculty and staff.

“My role is critical to ensure that all 
members of the campus community 
understand their rights under Title 
IX as well as to ensure that SUNY 
Plattsburgh is in compliance with 
these rights,” Blaise said. As a result, 
she is responsible for student outreach, 
reporting of stats, trends, investigation 
findings, investigation of Title IX reports 
for campus adjudication, prevention, 
education, compliance monitoring, and 
working with university police and other 
college officials.

Community Educator
Blaise, who holds a bachelor’s degree in 
communications with a focus on social 
justice and community connection 
and a master’s degree in mental health 
counseling from SUNY Plattsburgh, is 
no stranger to Title IX issues. A certified 
rape-crisis counselor, she previously 
worked for Planned Parenthood where 
she served as a community educator 
and a sexual-assault crisis counselor and 
advocate, lobbied on reproductive care 
and equal access, and developed and 
facilitated a program she ran through 
the Department of Social Services and 
Probation where she worked with males 
ages 12 through 65 who had been 
through the justice system because of 
sexual or domestic violence against 
women and children.   n

New Title IX Coordinator

AS PART OF A NEW GRANT PROGRAM 
for experiential learning, the Career 
Development Center is awarding 
Applied Learning Grant funds to 
students pursuing internships or other 
field experiences. The support is made 
possible by the Plattsburgh College 
Foundation through alumni gifts to the 
Plattsburgh Fund. 

Finance major Zolzaya Jargalsaikan 
is interning for Swarovski Lighting 
and serves as a student ambassador, 
an orientation leader for the Global 
Education Office and a tutor in 
the Claude J. Clarke Learning Center. 
Sociology and Latin American 
studies double major A. James Richmond 
is an intern for the Environmental and 
Energy Study Institute through the 
Washington Internship Institute. And 
English major Pakin Srijinda is doing 
field experience with Art in Tanzania 
by teaching children, researching and 
developing teaching tools.   n

Applied Learning Grants 
Fund Internships



PLATTSBURGH MAGAZINE   FALL 2015

B
Y 

G
ER

IA
N

N
E 

W
R

IG
H

T
IN

 A
LL

 IT
S 

FO
R

M
S

WITH APOLOGIES TO SHAKESPEARE, for Julia Devine, the art’s 
the thing.

Doesn’t matter to her whether it’s art, the play or the music. 
It’s all art, and it’s all encompassing in the life of the theater-
and-English adjunct lecturer.

“I grew up in Philadelphia, and I knew I always wanted to 
be in the arts,” she said. Growing up down the street from 
Chestnut Hill College where her mother was a professor of 
sociology and criminal justice, Devine and her brother went 
there every summer for arts camp.

“We took courses in clay, 
drawing, painting, theater, 
dance, circus arts: it was top 
notch,” she said. “That’s 
where I started building my 
love of theater. I found I had a 
talent for it.”

Categorizing Devine is 
difficult. She’s a singer, an 

actress, a musician, an artist and a writer. Her well-rounded 
experiences in the arts helped earn her a full-tuition merit 
scholarship to Catholic University of America in Washington, 
D.C., where she won the Outstanding Artist Achievement 
Award in Drama. 

After earning a bachelor’s degree in theater and music at 
Catholic University, she did some regional theater in D.C., 
taught theater to seventh- and eighth-grade girls, and took a 

one-year professional apprenticeship, all the while taking every 
performance opportunity she could. 

“I worked in every aspect of a nonprofessional theater 
company where I got turned onto nonprofit development,” she 
said. “Everything I had been doing could be incorporated into 
nonprofit work.”

The year after the apprenticeship, Devine became managing 
director of Philadelphia’s Relache Ensemble — one of the 
country’s oldest contemporary classical musical groups. While 
there, she co-founded Crescendo Theatre Company, a theater/
music collaborative in Philadelphia, which gave her the chance 
to practice managerial and writing skills.

She entered the master of fine arts program at Harvard, 
where she performed with the American Rep Theatre and 
also spent a semester studying with the Moscow Art Theatre 
School in Russia. After college, she “picked up the accordion.” 
An accomplished musician who played piano competitively 
throughout high school, Devine said she wanted to play 
an instrument she could carry. “Once directors found out I 
could play the accordion, I ended up doing a lot of roles with 
the accordion.” She laughed. “Theater directors just love the 
accordion.”

It was during her years at Catholic University that she met 
Michael Devine, the man she’d eventually marry. 

“He proposed in June 2005 after I graduated from Harvard. 
He was still in his Ph.D. program at UCLA, she said. “I was 
heading to New York City to 
get signed with a legit agent. I’d 
booked some commercials, had 
calls for TV, theater … I had a lot 
of momentum going on in New 
York, but I went where my heart 
took me. I went to Los Angeles.”

They married a year later.
Devine landed an agent on 

the West Coast, auditioned 
for television, joined a theater 
company where she worked with 
award-winning English actor Alfred 
Molina in Shakespeare’s “Twelfth 
Night.” From 2007 to 2011, she 
served as development director at 
Yiddishkayt, L.A.’s premier Yiddish 
cultural and educational center where she was responsible for 
fundraising and development, including writing grants and 
press releases; supporting the board, artist and donor relations; 
and producing large and small events. She also performed. 

“I wanted to get back into nonprofit work,” she said. “Being 
part Jewish, Yiddishkayt was perfect for me. I could play, I 
could sing, I could act, I could do foundation and development 
work. And it was part time, so I had the flexibility to audition.” 

In the meantime, the couple had their first son, Issac, in 
May 2010, and during the summer of 2011, they relocated 
to Plattsburgh when Michael was brought on as an assistant 
professor with the English faculty.

“Things change. I had a kid. We moved here. But I never 
stopped working through having children,” she said. In 
addition to Isaac, the couple now has twin three-year-old 
boys, Hugh and Sully, and a year-old daughter, Louisa. For 

I see myself as an 
interdisciplinary 

theater artist. I’m always 
learning, always developing. 
Everything that’s happened 
before informs everything 
that happens in the future.
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the first two years in Plattsburgh, 
Devine freelanced as a grant writer with 
Yiddishkayt and Centropa, a Jewish 
historical institute that preserves 20th 
century Jewish family stories. She 
introduced herself to the executive 
director of the Strand Center for the 
Arts in Plattsburgh, helping with their 
grants and creating their first-ever annual 
appeal. 

During the summer of 2013, she 
began teaching intro to acting classes 
for Educational Opportunity Program 
students. She now teaches classes in both 
the theater and English departments, 
including grant and professional writing 
and intro to acting.

Devine’s passion for community 
service led Creative Community Fellows 
to select her as one of only 50 fellows 
from around the world. The organization 
“brings together a unique community 
of innovators committed to using arts 
and culture to design solutions for 
community problems.”

She is among a group of 50 who are 
given the tools and training to be better 
leaders. Turning her attention to art in 
public spaces, Devine said it makes our 
surroundings more beautiful. “Outdoor 
art or performances can change the 
community.”

To that end, Devine’s Creative 
Community Fellows project is the 
film “Burgh,” which “explores place 
and placelessness in Plattsburgh,” she 
said. The film is inspired by the 1921 
Charles Sheeler and Paul Strand film, 
“Manhatta,” Devine said, with its 
premier as part of the Lake Champlain 
Film Festival Nov. 14 and 15.

“I’m interested in exploring in the 
classroom, out in the field and using 
my creative talents to do it,” she said. 
“I will act again in the future. It’s not 
conducive right now to having a family. 
But a lot of my talents can come as a 
teacher in the classroom. I see myself 
as an interdisciplinary theater artist. 
I’m always learning, always developing. 
Everything that’s happened before 
informs everything that happens in the 
future.”  n 

I’m interested in exploring in the 
classroom, out in the field and 

using my creative talents to do it.
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Judaism

BY MATT MCDONALD ’14

A VISION AND A GIFT GROWS INTO A NEW PROGRAM

Sharing

PHYLLIS FREEDMAN’S GRANDMOTHER used to tell her that if 
you have one loaf of bread, you eat a third, save a third and 
share a third. The message stuck. 

In the 1980s, Freedman moved to Plattsburgh. A mother of 
two in her late twenties with a physician husband, she began 
volunteering at the college’s art museum. Raised an observant 
Reform Jew with Orthodox grandparents, she also involved 
herself in the Jewish community, teaching Sunday school and 
Hebrew school.

“Being Jewish when you’re young, you can know all the 
games and holidays,” she said, “but you can’t really learn much 
until you’re older.”

When the college offered a one-time class on Judaism that 
was open to the campus and local community, Freedman 
didn’t miss it. She said the class proved to be a welcoming, 
effective introduction, and more than 30 people from a range 
of backgrounds attended. 

“I thought, ‘What a great opportunity 
for students who knew they were Jewish 
and wanted to take a class.’”

By 1990, she was working at the art 
museum full time—and she’d been 
inspired. To support her efforts to 
establish an introduction to Judaism 
course for college students, she donated 
$40,000 — inheritance from her 
philanthropist grandmother — to SUNY 
Plattsburgh.

“That was my motivation, to give 
money to the college where I was 
working, where I believed in,” she said.  
“The right thing to do is to share.”

Freedman’s vision materialized 
as an honors seminar that delved 
into history and philosophy, 
taking the study of Judaism far 
beyond the Holocaust-specific 
lens that students were often 
exposed to in other classes. 

“I was amazed at how many 
students came,” she said. “All 
these kids were ready. Their 
parents had said they were 
Jewish, and they wanted to 
know what that meant.”

In 2004, two other generous benefactors provided the 
support necessary for the college to create a minor in Jewish 

studies. In addition, the new fellowship in 
Judaic Perspectives has provided support 
to seven faculty so far to develop new 
courses that broadens the understanding 
of Jewish life and culture. 

“The fellowship fueled the courses that 
are offered and was the catalyst to get 
the minor up and running,” says Anne 
Whitmore Hansen, executive director of 
the Plattsburgh College Foundation.  

Fast forward to the present, and the 
Jewish Studies Program, established 
in fall 2015, has become a key part of 
the college’s eclectic mix of cultures. 
Generous contributions from Norman 
Radow ’78 and Rabbi Danny Price ’79 
have helped the program grow. In 

September, Price donated 800 books 
related to Jewish studies to the Feinberg 
Library. In addition to courses and 
the Jewish studies minor, the program 
encompasses a speaker series and other 
events and activities in the Douglas and 
Evelyne Skopp Holocaust Memorial 
Gallery. Days of Remembrance, a secular 
commemoration of the Holocaust, and 
the accompanying Douglas R. Skopp 
Creative Competition on the Theme 
of the Holocaust have become annual 
campus events. 

Dr. Jonathan Slater, chair of the 
Department of Journalism and Public 
Relations and director of the Jewish 
studies program, said the new program 
is valuable because it brings together 
classes, activities and people in a number 
of areas on campus. Jewish academic 
activities that were parsed before are now 
part of a whole.

“We need to make sure the program 
expands, grows, becomes a destination 
for students who are interested in 
coming to SUNY Plattsburgh,” said Slater. 
“This can be part of the recruitment 
strategy of the college.” He also hopes 
the program will motivate other alumni 
to give.

Meanwhile, Freedman’s contributions 
live on. The endowment she established, 
named the Roth Endowment for her 
grandmother, bridges the gap between 
the college and Plattsburgh’s Temple 
Beth Israel. It allows Rabbi Kari Tuling, to 
teach the introductory course. 

“I come from a long line of people 
who live by tzedukah,” said Freedman. 
Tzedukah means righteousness. 

“You give before you spend on 
yourself.”   n

Rabbi Kari Tuling

Temple Beth Israel in Plattsburgh
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IN THE NEW AGE BY GERIANNE WRIGHT
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AFTER DEALING WITH OUTDATED ANALOG EQUIPMENT for 
years, renovation and relocation, communication studies 
students began the fall 2015 semester in facilities so new, they 
didn’t recognize the place.

Yokum Communications Hall, home to the program, 
underwent a $3.3 million renovation project that included 
demolition, abatement and reconstruction of the old space 
on the ground floor of the building, which encompasses the 
television and audio studios, according to Rick Larche, capital 
project manager.

And for those students familiar with the old digs, the new 
space was a joy to behold. 

“A year ago, I was in the old studio, and everything in it was 
from the ’80s,” said Chris Delano, a senior from Pawling, N.Y. 
“Now, it’s all brand new and up to date. It’s probably better 
than what they have out there in the field.”

John Linnenbach, a senior from Baldwinsville, N.Y., 
concurred.

“I worked at PBS over the summer, and this is so much newer 
than what they had,” he said. “It’s cleaner and brighter — so 
much better.”

The update includes new equipment, television and sound 
studios, editing labs and a bright, updated look.

“From the cosmetic changes in the floors and walls to the 
new editing suites and studios, the area has been completely 
renovated and updated,” said Tim Clukey, associate professor of 
communications.

Yes, the facility got a facelift, but the most important aspect 
was upgrading equipment to bring the facilities to current, 
professional studio standards, Larche said.

While not all the work was 100 percent completed for the 
start of the semester, the facilities were ready to accept students 
on the first day of classes, said Jon Chew, television studios 
manager. 

“This puts us in competition with some of the top programs 
in New York state and the Northeast because we now offer 
students cutting-edge technology,” said Dr. Shakuntala Rao, 
chair and professor of communications. “We may have been 
delayed over the years in making the transition, but now we’re 
ahead in many ways.”

Rao said that even with outdated analog equipment, “We 
always had very good facilities. Now, with digital technology, it 
helps faculty pedagogically to show students what’s happening 
in the industry. Our mission has always been the professional 
preparation of our students. That’s what draws students here, 
and now, we have the technology to move the program 
forward.” 

Rao said the students “have really been loving the changes. 
They love being in this environment.”

“Everything was analog,” Delano said. “There was no digital.”
Two new control rooms offer students the chance to direct 

the action in either the Albert R. Montanaro Television Jr. 
Studio, or in studio B, Chew said. Americans with Disabilities 

Act issues were addressed in the control booths, bringing all 
equipment to the same level.

On the audio side, Clukey said the previous editing rooms 
— two or three larger rooms with computers that the students 
had to use in close proximity — have been transformed into 13 
separate editing suites. A unique automatic dialogue recording 
(ADR) studio allows students to dub over dialogue. The ADR 
and one of the editing suites is ADA compliant, Clukey said. 

Katie LaHart, a senior from Keeseville, was thrilled with the 
new editing suites.

“They had eight or nine computer stations in one room 
where everyone was on top of one another. There was nowhere 
to work by yourself,” said Kelly Rood, a senior from Buffalo. 

In addition to the editing suites, a bank of hookups along 
one wall allows students doing editing on their laptops to tie 
into the system. A corner of the facility, dubbed “The Think 
Tank,” features lounge furniture and data ports so students can 
gather to brainstorm and share ideas outside the classroom.

The new audio lab is more than two-thirds bigger than the 
old space, Clukey said. Whereas the old facility housed two 
audio-capture booths, the new facility boasts four. One of the 
booths is for students training in general audio courses as well 
as those working audio in television, he said. Audio lab 2 is for 
advanced audio students involved in music recording.

“When you give students good space, you value them. 
You’re telling them that they are valued, and they matter. This 
generation of students here knows the before and after; the 
new students coming in will only know this. The challenge will 
be to keep up the facility, to always stay up to date and not get 
outdated,” Rao said.

While technology does not replace pedagogy, it does support 
and enhance it. “Pedagogically, we’ve always been strong,” Rao 
said. 

 “With this major renovation, the technology and space now 
equals the caliber of students who are devoting their time and 
energy to building their careers here.”   n

Page 10: Stephen Rauch.
Clockwise from above left: Nicholas Burchell, Emily Cote, 
Matthew Griswald; Robert Asomaning, Dylan MacKenzie; 
Ryan Adams, Aderinsola Odedere.
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position at Edison’s New York office when he immigrated to New York in 1889. 
He was rejected. Instead he found employment in Yonkers at Rudolf Eickemeyer’s 
small electrical firm. Without any engineering experience, he tackled the 
fundamental problem of how to control alternating electrical currents. He 
took complex math formulas and reduced 
them to algebraic terms that engineers could 
understand and implement in designing 
motors capable of using AC predictably and 
safely. At the time, the use of alternating 
current — the type we all use today — was 
considered more dangerous and was at odds 
with General Electric’s idea to harness direct 
currents to generate power. 

When G.E. bought Eickemeyer’s plant in 
1893, Steinmetz went with it. A year later, 
G.E. transferred its operations to Schenectady, 
and Steinmetz became head of the calculating 
department. 

Just 4 feet tall, Steinmetz inherited a number 
of physical deformities — including a severely 
curved spine. He decided not to marry for fear 
of passing on his disorder. He never let his 
disability limit him, however, and he loved 
to socialize and eventually had an adoptive 
family of his own. Steinmetz adopted his 
adult assistant, Joseph Hadyn, and when 
Hadyn married, his wife joined them in the 
mansion G.E. had built for Steinmetz. He now 
had a son and daughter-in-law and became 
grandfather to the couple’s children.

Carlin and Frederick said they are pleased 
with the final product and think Steinmetz would have been, too. The film’s 
debut was presented on a large-format screen — showing the diminutive 
Steinmetz as the intellectual giant he really was, Carlin said.  

For their film’s ending, Carlin and Frederick chose the only promotional film 
that G.E. produced that pictured Steinmetz walking—with his colleague Thomas 
Edison.

“You can see him walking and interacting with others,” said Frederick. “There’s 
a part where Steinmetz and Edison are walking toward the camera, and Steinmetz 
looks directly into it. It’s like he’s looking right at you … at us. That is magical.”   n

A 
PEER OF EINSTEIN, EDISON AND 
TESLA, Charles Proteus Steinmetz’s 
 ability to understand, produce and 
 control electrical currents not only 
  brought light to the world, but 

also made him a celebrity during his 
lifetime.

For filmmakers Bruce Carlin ’81 and 
Paul Frederick ’90, the mathematician’s 
immense intellect combined with his 
touching humanity compelled them to 
bring the father of electrical engineering’s 
story to the screen.  

The premiere of “Divine Discontent: 
Charles Proteus Steinmetz” at Schen-
ectady’s Procters Theater in spring 
2014 was an evening seven years in the 
making. The biography earned an Emmy 
nomination in the competitive New York 
market and will continue to broadcast 
nationally on PBS stations through 2017.  

The idea of chronicling the life of one 
of the 20th century’s top scientists came 
from a lunch Carlin shared with Rob 
Madeo ’83. Carlin, looking for a meaty 
subject, asked Madeo if he had any 
suggestions. Steinmetz immediately came 
to mind. 

“I started researching him, and the 
more I learned, the more intrigued I 
became,” Carlin said. Frederick readily 
agreed to collaborate as they had on past 
projects. The two spent the next five 
years researching and seeking funding 
grants in between managing their own 
businesses, Carlin Media and Paul 
Frederick Productions. Once Carlin’s 
script was finished, they hired actor 
Kate Mulgrew (of “Star Trek: Voyager” 
and “Orange is the New Black” fame) to 
narrate the film. 

“Kate was great,” Carlin said. “Hearing 
her read the words brought the project to 
life. At the very end of the session — that 
she did in practically one take — she was 
putting on her coat and said the film was 
going to be successful because it’s about 
the triumph of the human spirit.”

The story of Steinmetz begins with his 
early years in Germany. A math wizard 
in school, he sought an engineering 

“X” MARKS THE SPOT
A CONSULTING ENGINEER FOR G.E., Steinmetz was allowed to work on outside 
projects. Henry Ford once asked him to fix a generator. Steinmetz requested 
a pencil, a notepad and a cot. He worked for two days and nights listening to 
the machine and making intense calculations. On the third day he asked for a 
ladder, a measuring tape and a piece of chalk. He climbed the ladder, put an X 
on the machine and told the workers to lift the plate and remove 16 field coils 
at that spot. It worked. When Steinmetz presented Ford with a $10,000 bill, Ford 
respectfully asked for an itemization. It read: “Making chalk mark on generator: 
$1. Knowing where to make the mark: $9,999.”

TWO FILMMAKERS’ 
BEGINNINGS 
PAUL FREDERICK AND BRUCE 
CARLIN both got their filmmaking 
start at SUNY Plattsburgh and 
found its program a good balance 
between hands-on learning and 
intellectual stimulation.

By his own admission, Frederick, 
who until he picked mass 

communication as 
his major during 
his junior year, 
was only a so-so 
student.

“My GPA was, 
like, a 2.7 until 
then. But once I got 
into the studio and 
grabbed a camera, 
it was 4.0 all the 
way,” he said with 
a smile. “You could 
focus on studio 

production, sports, field projects 
— anything to help you learn.”

For Carlin, who knew early on 
that he wanted to work in media, 
his revelation came in the form 
of advice from Dr. David Mowry, 
distinguished university teaching 
professor emeritus, who was then 
head of the Honors Program. 
Mowry gave him a broader 
perspective on the craft. 

“Doc Mowry asked me what 
I wanted to do, and I told him I 
wanted to take a lot of hands-on 
classes. He advised me instead to 
take as many humanities classes 
as I could: philosophy, art history, 
design, world history, but only 
a minimum of technical classes 
because, he said, ‘Equipment will 
constantly change; but if you 
get a love of storytelling, and 
you understand the world, that 
will instill a lifetime of wanting 
to learn new things.’ That really 
stuck with me.”

THE

TAMING
OF

BY CARLA BEECHER

Paul Frederick

Bruce Carlin

You can watch the full one-hour documentary by searching 

“Steinmetz” at  wmht.org.

WATCH THE DOCUMENTARY

Alumni bring the 
father of electrical 
engineering’s story to 
the screen
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caught in the skim cove, so it’s a way of cleaning the pond and 
cutting maintenance costs,” he said. 

The pump also carries water to the wetland section, raised 
eight inches higher than the rest of the pond, to filter out 
dissolved nutrients. Colorful water lilies, blue flag irises and 
cardinal flowers also function beyond just looking good. 

“We wanted something that we could use as a living 
laboratory outside of Hudson Hall,” explained Dr. Rachel 
Schultz, wetland ecologist and assistant professor of 
environmental science. “We can measure different aspects of 
the wetland with students, like the growth rate of plants, plant 
diversity and the efficacy of water purification.” 

Franzi expects the pond will be a great supplement to the 
university’s curriculum. “If I were teaching, say, the geology 
101 lab, I would have students write stories about each type of 
rock, what kind of environment it represents, its age and how it 
fits into the geological history of the region,” he said 

Hawkins Pond is “more than just a swimming pool now,” 
Franzi added. “It’s a real-life ecosystem.”   n

THE DESIGNERS OF THE NEW HAWKINS POND and its environs 
really did move mountains to get it completed.

The pond’s renovation strategy was far more than flashy 
design, said Dr. David Franzi, distinguished teaching professor 
of geology and a member of the team that conceptualized and 
built the pond.

“The rocks of our region contain evidence for a billion years 
of earth history, and the geological processes that operated over 
that time created the landscapes and ecosystems that we see 
today in the Champlain Valley and Adirondack Mountains,” he 
said.

The assorted rocks, tumbling waterfall and other features 
of the pond use only native materials that are old enough to 

narrate the region’s geological 
history. Even the nearby SUNY 
Plattsburgh sign is made of 
anorthosite rock, which underlies 
much of the Adirondack high 
peaks region.  

The learning lab began years 
ago with the renovation of 
Hudson Hall. Rocks surrounding 

the building mimic the Adirondacks and Champlain Valley, 
starting with the oldest Adirondack rocks on the west side and 
descending in chronological order to the Champlain Valley 
rocks on the east. 

Behind Hudson, where the two categories of rock meet, is the 
learning lab’s new aesthetic centerpiece, Hawkins Pond, where 
any rock you step on or pick up stays true to the theme. 

“This is what I consider a lifetime project. It’s the biggest 
pond that we’ve built,” said Tom Smith, a contractor with 
Garden State Koi. “About 95 percent of the pond — the tons of 
rock and gravel, and all the main features — was built in five 
days by 20 contractors.” 

Franzi said more than 400 tons of rock contributed by 
regional quarries was used for the renovation. Large, jagged, 

500-million-year-old sandstone 
boulders from the Hannawa 
Falls formation border the 
pond. Adirondack cobbles 
line its bed and garnet-bearing 
metamorphic rocks from the 
Adirondacks form the masonry 
walls around the pond. 

The pond’s new features 
provide additional learning 
opportunities for students 

and community members in the realm of sustainability and 
environmental health. 

Franzi explained that water in the pond flows through a 
gravel filter to clean it of floating debris before being carried 
to the top of the waterfall. “Anything that’s floating on the 
water system, like twigs, leaves and algae that breaks loose, gets 

New Pond/Ancient History
Renovated Hawkins Pond melds design with learning

BY ADAM ST. PIERRE ’16

We wanted 
something that 

we could use as a living 
laboratory outside of 
Hudson Hall.

— Dr. Rachel Schultz

»  Adam St. Pierre is a senior communications studies 
major from Tupper Lake, N.Y.
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myself through long hikes and 
team-building activities,” Cognetta 
said. “As a leader, I wanted to 
be a supportive and inspiring 
role model. I was growing just as 
much as they were through the 
experience.” 

Cognetta credits much of her 
commitment to community and 
her servant-leadership style to 
Hartman, who was “one of the 
most influential people in my life.”

When she was approaching 
graduation in 1998, a few great 
mentors, including Hartman and 
Dr. William Tooke, helped her 
realize that her love for helping others coupled with her degree in psychology could 
translate into many career paths. She was fortunate to have joined Ayco just after 
graduation, where she has largely focused on being a resource to employees in both 
human resources and private wealth management leadership capacities. A few years 
ago she decided to reach out to Hartman to discuss ways in which she could engage 
with students.  

“Marcia has obviously done well for herself and continues to give her time and 
talent to better her community, her work environment and now her alma mater,” 
Hartman said.

Her Cardinal connections have included attending and serving as a panelist for 
alumni networking events, career fairs, speaking with individual classes, the National 
Association of Black Accountants and other clubs within SBE, and presenting at the 
first Now2Next Senior Transition Conference, sponsored by the Career Development 
Center to help seniors fast track their skills for post-college success.

“When I connect with students, I hope to give them guidance, inspiration, 
support and career opportunities. Many Plattsburgh graduates are a good fit for 
our organization—they’re hardworking, ambitious and have a good sense of 
community—key qualities that differentiate talent.”

In her many trips to campus, she tells students to “discover what you’re passionate 
about, embrace your differences and those of others, have courage and confidence, 
see outside of the boundaries and limits of your own mind, align yourself with 
successful, positive, humble mentors, and pay it forward.

“If you’re versatile, positive, willing to have an impact and put your all into using 
your passions to start your career, you never know where you might end up.”   n

CARDINAL CONNECTIONS

Enthusiasm 
and Passion 
for All Things 
Cardinal

IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR AN 
ENTHUSIASTIC VOLUNTEER who loves 
her alma mater, look no further than 
Marcia (Rollins) Cognetta ’98. As one 
of the first leaders of Project H.E.L.P., 
she organized student volunteers in 
the community, and she continues to 
engage with students today as director 
of staffing and operations for the Private 
Wealth Management Division of Ayco, 
a national financial services company 
and subsidiary of Goldman Sachs 
headquartered in Saratoga Springs, N.Y.

When she and her father visited 
campus in the mid ’90s, Cognetta 
felt right at home. Her father worked 
as an auditor for SUNY and believed 
Plattsburgh was at the top of the list for 
having a strong sense of community and 
supportive administration.  

“During our visit, I remember a 
student smiled and held a door open for 
me. It was a simple gesture, but made 
an impression. I thought, ‘These are my 
kind of people—friendly, down to earth, 
generous,’” she recalled.

Growing up in the capital district, 
Cognetta didn’t consider herself an 
outdoorsy person, but as part of her own 
personal development and commitment 
to developing others, she agreed to lead 
a session on leadership development. 
Bryan Hartman ’88, now vice president 
for student affairs, supervised the 
outdoor-adventure program that helped 
incoming freshmen prepare for and 
assimilate to college life.

“I was well prepared for the mentoring 
aspect of the program but had to push 

BY CARLA BEECHER

Marcia (Rollins) Cognetta ’98 was back on campus in 
October to meet with students during the annual SBE 
Internship and Career Fair.

Annual SBE Internship and Career Fair Alumni Participants  ¢  Bob DeCamp ’97 ’99, 
AN Deringer  ¢  Adam Crosley ’08, Advisors Mortgage Group  ¢  Mike Tumbarello ’05, Aflac  
¢  Mike Capone ’09, ASML  ¢  Marcia Cognetta ’98, Ayco  ¢  Bonnie Black ’72, Behavioral 
Health Services North  ¢  Luke Callahan ’12, Blue Water Manor  ¢  Alex Barie ’12, CDC Real 
Estate  ¢  Sarah Merkel ’13, ETS Jobs  ¢  Andrew Price ’13, Fastenal  ¢  Leigh Murphy ’02, 
Foresters Financial Services  ¢  Alex Pierce ’13, Gallagher Flynn & Co LLP  ¢  Jaylene Johnston 
’15, Hoffman & Eells CPAs P.C.  ¢  Andrew Manor ’15, JMM & Associates  ¢  Amy Recor ’03, 
Mountain Lake PBS  ¢  Alice Weir ’05, NBT-Mang Insurance Agency  ¢  Alex Fregeau ’13, NYS 
Comptroller  ¢  Kevin Rowland ’05, NYS Comptroller  ¢  Matthew Furst ’05, Northern Credit 
Union  ¢  Jonathan Ketcham ’11, Sherwin-Williams  ¢  Bethany Fortin ’15, SterRx



We’re looking forward to welcoming you back 
to summer in the city and showing you a great time on campus and about town.  

Lake Champlain and the Adirondacks are simply spectacular in the summer,  
so grab your sunglasses and remember to wear red.

All alumni are welcome.  
We are especially honoring class years  
ending in “6” and “1.”

Calling All Residence-Life Teams 
Have we got a summer bash for you. All Res-Lifers  
are invited to come back to campus for a reunion  
inside Reunion 2016.

Reliving Res-Life  
(without the rowdy residents and nights of duty)
» Reunite with your team
» Reminisce about your days on campus and
» Revisit residence-life at signature events

Other Reunion Events
» Mayor’s Cup Regatta 
» Lakeside BBQ
» Class of ‘66 Golden Anniversary Club induction
» Beer and wine tastings
» Live bands and fireworks downtown
» Wings at the Monopole

plattsburgh.edu/reunion

reunion 2016your passport to plattsburgh » july 7-9
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THE PLATTSBURGH STATE ATHLETIC 
HALL OF FAME added five new members 
at special ceremonies held during 
Homecoming Weekend in October. 
Family, friends, past teammates and 
President John Ettling were among those 
paying tribute to the honored guests. 

Since 1984, Intercollegiate Athletics 
and the Office of Alumni Relations 
have recognized athletes who have 
made a significant contribution to their 
sport. The number of Cardinal athletes 
enshrined now stands at 99.

Athletic Hall 
of Fame Adds 
Five Members

CARDINALS RULE CARDINALS RULE

Athletic Director 
Delventhal to Retire

FOLLOWING A DECADE OF SERVICE as 
the Cardinals’ director of athletics, Bruce 
Delventhal is retiring Jan. 1.

Delventhal has guided SUNY 
Plattsburgh into one of the premier 
NCAA Division III programs in the 
nation. Under his leadership, the 
Cardinals have enjoyed unparalleled 
success at the conference, regional and 
national levels. 

In total, 46 teams have appeared in 
various NCAA championships during 
his tenure. Additionally, student-athletes 
have earned scores of All-American, All-
Region and All-Conference honors. Of 
particular note is the Cardinals’ women’s 
ice hockey program, which has won four 
national championships — 2007, 2008, 
2014, 2015 — a mark no other NCAA 
Division III women’s hockey program 
has reached.

“One of the great pleasures of my job 
at the college over the last 10 years has 
been working with Bruce,” said SUNY 
Plattsburgh President John Ettling. “He 
has led a superb coaching staff in a 
manner to make any college president 
proud. Under Bruce’s guidance, our 
athletic programs have been clean, well 
run, successful in competition, and 
always mindful of their fundamental 
purpose: to mold character and guide 
young men and women toward the 
achievement of their academic goals.”

In addition to the on-field accolades 
of student-athletes during his time as 
director, the grade-point average of the 
student-athletes has been higher than 
that of the general student population.

Delventhal was responsible for 
creating the Friends of Plattsburgh State 
Athletics — the fundraising sector of the 
department — and oversaw numerous 
facility renovations, including a $2.1 

Check out @PBurghCardinals 
on Twitter for up-to-the-minute scores, 
results and all the events that are 
happening around Cardinal Country.

ON THE GO?

GoCardinalSports.com
FOR MORE, PLEASE VISIT 

BY KEN KNELLY

Rick Young ‘82, 
Men’s Hockey
An offensive-minded 
blueliner, Young joined 
forces with future Hall of 

Famers Pierre Brunet, Gaetan D’Anjou 
and Doug Kimura to form one of the 
more memorable quartets ever put on ice 
by Plattsburgh State. Through the course 
of his three-year career, he totaled 133 
points — the second-highest figure ever 
by a Cardinal defenseman.

One of six individuals selected to the 
Cardinals’ 1975-1984 All-Decade Team, 
Young was a three-time All-SUNYAC 
performer. He carved out a spot as an 
ECAC West Second Team All-Star in the 
1980-1981 campaign and helped lead the 
Cardinals to a pair of NCAA Division II 
Final Fours.  

 Young now lives in Wilmington, N.Y., 
near the West Branch of the AuSable 
River and has three adult children. He 
serves as president of Young Lyon Floor 
& Home, a retail center for flooring and 
hardware products, which he and others 
have grown since 1988.   n

Pierre Brunet ’82, 
Men’s Hockey 
Through the course of his 
three-year career, Brunet 
notched 78 goals, which 

stands as the ninth-highest career total 
in the Cardinals’ history. A two-time All-
SUNYAC selection, Brunet helped lead 
Plattsburgh State to a 74-26-6 mark and 
a pair of NCAA Division II Final Four 
appearances. 

Following the 1980-1981 national 
tournament, Brunet was placed on the 
NCAA All-Tournament Team. Other 
accolades for him included NYCHA 
Second Team All-Star, ECAC Division II 
West Second Team All-Star in 1979-80 
and ECAC Division II All-Tournament 
Team MVP in 1980-1981.

 Brunet now lives in Pierrefonds, 
Quebec, about 30 miles from Montreal. 
He has owned a local restaurant for 28 
years. He and his wife, Sylvie Heroux, 
have two adult children. He likes to 
travel and play golf with his son and 
friends.

Elizabeth Gibson ’05, 
Women’s Hockey 
Gibson helped transform 
the Plattsburgh State 
women’s hockey program 

from an NCAA newcomer to a national 
power. She was named 2001-2002 Rookie 
of the Year, 2003-2004 Player of the 
Year, 2004-2005 Co-Player of the Year, 
and was the Cardinal’s first four-time 
All-ECAC West First Team performer. She 
owns an astounding 11 program records 
including:

¢ 120 career goals
¢ 106 career assists 
¢ 226 career points

Gibson is currently recreation and 
intramural manager for the Royal 
Military College of Canada. She lives in 
Kingston, Ontario, with her husband, 
Tony, and son, Vincent. She previously 
worked for the Canadian Forces as 
national sports coordinator.

Brian McGrane ’05, 
Men’s Soccer 
From 1999 to 2002, 
McGrane produced a 
nearly unrivaled career. 

A four-time choice for both the All-
SUNYAC First Team and the NSCAA All-
Region First Team, he amassed 72 points 
(27 goals, 22 assists) and helped lead the 
Cardinals to a 62-19-5 mark during his 
playing days. 

Under his on-field leadership, the 
Cardinals laid claim to a pair of SUNYAC 
Tournament crowns and made two 
appearances in the NCAA Tournament. 
He became the 10th player in team 
history to earn All-American Honors 
when the NSCAA placed him on 
the Third Team following the 2001 
campaign.

McGrane is now head women’s soccer 
coach at SUNY Oswego. He lives in 
Liverpool, N.Y. In 2013, he was voted 
the SUNYAC Coach of the Year. His 
teams won back-to-back conference 
championships and have played in the 
NCAA tournament.

Erin O’Brien ’05 G’11, 
Women’s Hockey
Each player following 
O’Brien to the Plattsburgh 
State women’s hockey 

blueline has had the difficult task of 
trying to match a career that stands as 
one of the greatest ever. 

A four-time All-ECAC West First Team 
selection, she amassed 26 goals and 59 
assists for 85 points. It was the highest 
career total by a defenseman at the time 
of her graduation in 2005. Only two 
players since have surpassed the mark set 
by the two-time AHCA All-American.  

O’Brien is currently a firefighter for 
the City of Toronto and lives in Whitby, 
Ontario. An assistant coach on Cardinal 
championship teams in 2007 and 2008, 
she later served as an assistant coach at 
Syracuse University. She also earned a 
master’s degree in education at SUNY 
Plattsburgh.

BY KEN KNELLY

Here’s a sampling of 
some important winter 
sports matchups on 
campus:

Women’s Basketball

¢ Jan. 22 vs. SUNY Geneseo 
at 5:30 p.m.

¢ Feb. 12 vs. SUNY Cortland 
at 5:30 p.m.

Men’s Basketball

¢ Jan. 22 vs. SUNY Geneseo 
at 7:30 p.m.

¢ Jan. 23 vs. The College at 
Brockport at 4 p.m.

¢ Feb. 12 vs. Oswego State 
at 4 p.m.

Women’s Ice Hockey

¢ Jan. 12 vs. Middlebury College 
at 7 p.m.

¢ Jan. 19 vs. Norwich University 
at 7 p.m.

Men’s Ice Hockey

¢ Jan. 1-2 Buck Supply Winter 
Classic featuring Nazareth, 
Colby and Fitchburg State

¢ Feb. 5 vs. Oswego State at 7 
p.m.

¢ Feb. 20 vs. SUNY Geneseo at 7 
p.m.

million facelift for the Ronald B. Stafford 
Ice Arena in 2008 and the installment of 
three LED video panels, which replaced 
the scoreboard and provided in-house 
video capabilities at the same facility, 
before the 2012-2013 season. The 
addition of the bleachers and press box 
to the Chip Cummings Baseball Field 
were also completed during his tenure.

A graduate of Hamilton College 
and a holder of a master’s degree 
from Princeton Seminary, he served 
as head coach of two NCAA men’s ice 
hockey squads before becoming SUNY 
Plattsburgh’s director of athletics. 

“I have been fortunate to work 
with a terrific coaching staff and 
wonderful student-athletes who have 
represented their teams, the college 
and the community in the very best 
possible manner,” Delventhal said. “It is 
impossible to properly express my thanks 
and admiration for the efforts of our 
students and their coaches. My pride in 
SUNY Plattsburgh intercollegiate athletics 
is beyond words.”   n
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IT’S NOT EASY to sum up the life of two people who were 
bigger than life. They were international. They were royalty in 
their native Hungary. They were generous not only to students 
needing a hand but also to new professors on campus. They 
were beloved by those who knew them in the 34 years they 
served the college.

So for Dr. Nancy Church, Roger Merriam ’69, Dr. Peter Morici 
’70, Dr. Neal Duffy and 28 others who were touched by the 
late Dr. Francis and Ilona ’83 Bethlen, it is only fitting that the 
couple’s longtime service be recognized with a scholarship.

The Dr. Francis and Ilona ’83 Bethlen Endowed Scholarship 
benefits students in the School of Business and Economics. The 
first recipients are Victoria Mason, a sophomore majoring in 
marketing and entrepreneurship from Williamson, N.Y., and 
Dalton Castine, a senior economics major from Champlain, 
N.Y.

“This scholarship is important because it gives me a chance 
to get lost in vast amounts of knowledge while I’m a student 
without worrying about the financial burden,” Mason said. 

Bethlen was a 
humble man, according 
to Church. Born in 
Budapest in 1925 to 
Count Pal Bethlen and 
Countess Gabriella Maria 
Serenyi, he inherited 
his father’s title. He met 
Ilona in the second grade 
and when they married 
in Vienna in 1948, she 
became a countess. 

Early in his career, 
Bethlen worked on a 
commercial farm, in 
a tobacco factory, and 
at a flour and feed 
consortium. He earned 
degrees from the School 
of the Piarist Fathers and 

Regent Joseph Politechnical University in Budapest. Ilona had a 
baccalaureate from Sancta Maria College, an M.S. in economics 
from Regent Joseph Polytechnical University, and a master’s 
in music from Ferenc Liszt Academy of Music. She worked as a 
teaching assistant early in her career. 

“WHEN I WAS GOING TO SCHOOL HERE, 
I took a programming course and was 
horrible at it,” said 1983 business grad 
Todd Allen. “I also decided that I didn’t 
want to work in sales and marketing 
because I didn’t want to get paid on 
commission. And then … I spent my 
entire career in high-tech software sales.”

His advice to current students?
Don’t box yourself in.
For the past two years Allen has passed 

on that story and more to students in 
the School of Business and Economics 
as part of the Alumni in the Classroom 
Experience, or ACE, program.

“If you explore your interests, you just 
might enjoy something you thought 
you’d never like and, possibly, end up 
being really good at it.” 

Allen not only spends time in the 
classroom giving career advice, but also 
supports students financially. He and his 
wife, Pam, established the Christopher 
Todd Allen Endowed Scholarship in 
honor of their late son as a way of 
helping financially deserving students in 
the School of Business and Economics 

afford an education. 
“I always thought very 

highly of the education 
I got at Plattsburgh,” 
he said from his home 
in Webster, N.Y. “I was 
well prepared for the 
workforce and decided 

to pay it back a bit.” 
In 2012, the Allens decided a memorial 

scholarship would serve two really good 
purposes: it would keep their son’s name 
and memory front and center, and 
it would provide financial support to 
students in need.

Son’s Legacy
Is Two-Fold 

GIFTS IN ACTION GIFTS IN ACTION

BY CARLA BEECHER

Allen credits his wife for pointing out that there are many capable students who 
simply do not have the financial means to go to school. The scholarship is not 
academically focused.

 “I am very grateful and honored to have received the Christopher Todd Allen 
Scholarship,” said Abraham Makkawi, a junior from Farmington, N.Y., who was 
last year’s recipient. “This financial support has meant the world to me.” This year’s 
recipients are freshmen Gracie Adams of Canajoharie, N.Y., and Liam Anderer of 
Southold, N.Y.

Allen said that Makkawi is a great example of the kind of young person the 
scholarship was intended to help.

“He asks good questions, is a hard worker, and is mature and passionate.”
Allen is impressed overall with the students he’s met on campus. A few weeks 

before his first ACE visit, Allen started getting LinkedIn requests from students saying 
they were looking forward to seeing him.

“You just don’t see that initiative a lot in 18- to 20-year-olds.” Since then, Allen has 
continued to help students by looking over resumes and talking to them about their 
work questions and concerns.

Dr. Lise Heroux, professor of marketing and entrepreneurship, has welcomed Allen 
into her classroom and says that alumni are important role models for students.

“Through their career paths, students can see that there are no limits to what they 
can accomplish with their Plattsburgh degree,” Heroux said. “Todd Allen not only 
imparts career-strategy wisdom, but also offers a high managerial level of networking 
opportunity for those who availed themselves of this important contact for career 
advice. Just as our current students benefit from this alumni networking opportunity, 
we hope they will give back to future students as they progress on their own paths.”

Allen said it feels a little surreal to be back in the classroom all these years later, but 
it does give him a chance to focus on something specific and important.

 “It’s all good to write a check to the Plattsburgh College Foundation, but it’s a 
whole other thing to see up close how your earmarked dollars can change lives. It’s 
been great.”  n

Couple Brought the 
World to Students

Todd Allen had lunch with students after a campus visit. From left are Abraham Makkawi, Brenden 
Begor, Todd Allen, Jason Kimmerer, Lawrence “Trey” Murphy III and Natae Marrow 

 During World War II, Bethlen joined the 
Hungarian Resistance Movement before 
the couple escaped to Buenos Aires, where 
Anna Maria Bethlen-La Fontaine ’78, was 
born.

“My parents instilled in me early the 
value of a formal education, as well 
as being educated in all facets of life,” 
she said. “They influenced family and 
relatives and those students at the colleges, 
universities, and schools that welcomed 
them as part of the family.”

The Bethlens welcomed son Mihaly Antal 
to their family in 1954 while residing in 
Buffalo.

Bethlen went on to earn an M.S. from Cornell University in 
1956 and a Ph.D. from Purdue University in 1962. 

His career at Plattsburgh 
began in 1961 when he 
answered Dr. Edward Redcay’s 
call for a professor who had 
a background in agriculture, 
forestry or agronomy. 
Promoted to professor in 
1966, he led the economics 
faculty from 1963 to 1969 
and was awarded two Fulbright fellowships to teach economics 
at the National University of Rosario in 1969 and then at 
National University of Cordoba in Argentina in 1970. He 
taught economics and agromarketing during a third Fulbright 
fellowship in 1978 at the University of Nicaragua. He served as 
professor of business and economics and in the Department of 
Management and Marketing from 1971 to1995. 

 “He wouldn’t just teach the course, he taught about life, 
too,” said Church, distinguished service professor and chair 
of marketing and entrepreneurship who spearheaded the 
scholarship campaign. 

Bethlen served as an international consultant for the U.N. 
and other agencies in Costa Rica, Hungary, Kenya, Tanzania 
and Russia. In 2006, he became the first inductee into the 
School of Business and Economics Faculty Hall of Fame. 

Dr. Peter Morici ’70, economist and professor of business 
at the R.H. Smith School of Business at the University of 
Maryland, added, “They were the most authentic and honest 
people I’ve ever met. He had a powerful impact on the 
direction of my life, and they both touched many with their 
courage, kindness of heart and personal example.”  n

Christopher 
Todd Allen

What other 
profession can you 

have that you can decide 
to be in your office from 1 
to 4 to think each day?

— Francis Bethlen

BY CARLA BEECHER

We were little kids from 
the North Country,” 

said former student Roger 
Merriam ’69, a plumber’s son 
from Rochester who retired 
as president of Greater China 
Whirlpool Corp. “So for the 
typical Plattsburgher, knowing 
someone like Dr. Bethlen was 
inspiring. He helped us see the 
bigger world beyond northern 
New York. He made us think 
about life after school and our 
place in the world. I attribute 
my career in no small way to the 
formal and informal instruction I 
received from Dr. Bethlen.
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toward their tuition costs. Students 
have the opportunity to receive this 
merit award for up to four years if they 
continue to meet the GPA and SUNY 
Plattsburgh Scholarship criteria.   n

GIFTS IN ACTION

Don Garrant Legacy 
Felt by Generations

SOPHIE WARD IS A YOUNG, SINGLE PARENT who’s looking 
forward to a future unburdened by student loan debt.

That vision might not be as clear if it weren’t for the Donald 
and Mary Garrant Scholarship.

The mother of a 2-year-old son said, “Being a single mother 
who wishes to pursue a career but still maintain a stable and 
thriving household, scholarships such as the Donald and Mary 
Garrant Scholarship are a way to make that easier.”

Ward is but one of the students who has been helped since 
the scholarship was created more than 20 years ago by the man 
who helped establish the Plattsburgh College Foundation and 
was named its first executive director.  

Donald Garrant ’57 G’59, and his wife, Mary, created the 
endowment to help undergraduate students such as Ward. 
Through their generosity, more than $11,500 in scholarship 
money has been awarded since 1995. 

BY GERIANNE WRIGHT

Garrant, who retired as vice 
president for Institutional 
Advancement and executive director 
of the Plattsburgh College Foundation 
in June 1999, was active not only 
on campus but in the community as 
well, serving for many years as county 
legislator for Area 10 in the City of 
Plattsburgh. 

“I give him so much credit for 
being able to see where we were going 

and develop a strong vision for philanthropy at the college,” 
said Dr. Celine Paquette ’60, an honorary member of the 
Plattsburgh College Foundation who also served in the county 
legislature with Garrant. 

Garrant has said that when he attended SUNY Plattsburgh, 
“We didn’t require the financial resources that today’s students 
do.” Without the support of alumni, friends, faculty, staff and 
numerous organizations, “many students would have difficulty 
paying for their college education.”

 “Don had a wonderful way of involving people and making 
them believe in the future of the college,” Paquette added. “I’ve 
known him for a long time and have a deep admiration for all 
he’s done for the community, the college and the county. He is 
a leader in everything he does.”   n

BEGINNING FALL 2016, SUNY Plattsburgh 
will invest additional resources into the 
North Country Scholarship program to 
award free tuition to all North Country 
students with a high school average of 
90 or above with either a full scholarship 
or a scholarship that covers the cost of 
tuition when matched with financial aid. 

“After eight full years of this program, 
more than 250 local students have 
received North Country Scholarships to 
make their SUNY Plattsburgh education 
possible,” said Randy Giltz ’87, chair 

North Country 
Scholarship 
Extends Reach

BY CARLA BEECHER

of the North Country Scholarship 
Committee and president of the 
Plattsburgh College Foundation.

“We also are finding that a significant 
number of these students are staying in 
the North Country for their careers — a 
key factor in the economic development 
of our region.” 

Giltz was on hand Oct. 20 when 23 
qualified first-year students from Clinton, 
Essex, Franklin, Hamilton, St. Lawrence, 
Jefferson and Lewis counties were feted at 
the college when they met many of the 
local benefactors who contribute to the 
fund. In addition, three new scholarships 
were given this year, the Champlain 
Valley Builder’s Association North 
Country Scholarship, and two Prairie 
Family North Country Scholarships 
from Dr. Lyle ’88 and Beth ’88 Prairie, 
who have committed to funding two 
scholarships each year. 

As well, 56 donors contributed to 
the program this year, allowing local 
students to receive a $2,500 merit award 

From left are Roderic Giltz, Dodie Giltz 
’74, President John Ettling, Andrew Thew, 
scholarship recipient, Deena Giltz McCullough 
and Randy Giltz ’87.
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Our Alumni Today

70s

¢ Thomas Keleher ’74 
(PSY) and Stephen 
Donato ’80 (BUS) were 
selected by their peers for 
inclusion in “The Best 
Lawyers in America 2016.” 
Both men are attorneys 
with Bond, Schoeneck & 
King PLCC.

¢ Sylvia Hungerford ’75 
(EDU) retired after more 
than 30 years as a special 
education teacher with the 
Wayne Central School 
District, Ontario Center, 

N.Y. In retirement, she plays clarinet in 
three community bands, has completed 
three half-marathons since the age of 60, 
and placed first in her age bracket for the 
Save the River 5K race, and she climbed 
her first mountain, Owl’s Head, in the 
Adirondacks. She also sews for “Dress a 
Girl Around the World” for impoverished 
women around the world. Hungerford 
resides in Webster, N.Y., with her husband 
of 37 years, Jim. They are the parents to 
daughter, Amy, and grandparents to five. 

80s

¢ Kevin Baldwin ’80 
(COM) competed in the 
14th FIMBA World 
Basketball Championships 
in Orlando, Florida, in 
August 2015. The event 

was held at the ESPN Wide World of 
Sports Complex at DisneyWorld. 
Maxibasketball is played worldwide by 
men over 40 and women over 35. Baldwin 
represented the United States in the 
over-60 category, which took the gold 

90s

¢ Kimberly (Prindle) Aylward ’91 
(PSY) and Joseph Albarelli III announce 
their engagement. She is program 

medal. While at Plattsburgh, Baldwin was 
named SUNYAC 1st Team All-Conference.

¢ Stephen Gratto ’88 
(PHY) G’93 (EDU) CAS 
’09 is the superintendent 
of Schroon Lake (N.Y.) 
Central School. Previously 
he was principal of 

Northeastern Clinton High School in 
Champlain, N.Y., and taught physics and 
middle school science at Peru (N.Y.) 
Central School.

¢ Andy Frank ’89 (COM) is a school bus 
driver and a volunteer with the Deerfield, 
N.Y., volunteer fire department.

administrative assistant at the Glens Falls 
YMCA, and he is a respiratory therapist at 
Albany Medical Center.

¢ Rebecca Heller Romeo 
G’91 (EDU), assistant 
professor in the School of 
Commercial, Applied and 
Liberal Arts at Paul Smith’s 
College where she teaches 

English and sociology, received the 
Outstanding Faculty Award from students 
for her dedication and service to the 
college.

¢ Keith Palmer G’92 
(ADM) is superintendent 
of the Elba Central School 
District in Elba, N.Y. Prior 
to being named to the 
district’s top position, 

Palmer was principal of Pembroke (N.Y.) 
Central High School where he served 
since 2003.  He also served as assistant 
principal at Kendall (N.Y.) High School and 

Denise Mongillo ’88 (SOC) and Valerie Parco Keen ’88 (CDS) are Adirondack High Peaks 46ers. 
Mongillo (left) said she fell in love with hiking in 1998 and went on to tackle all 46 peaks not once, 
but seven times. Mongillo then began tackling the peaks in winter and finished her Winter 46 in 
three winter seasons. She convinced Keen, with whom she reconnected in 2009, to give hiking a 
try, and in February 2010, she conquered her first high peak. Seventeen months later, on her 46th 
birthday, Keen completed her 46th peak.
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began his education career in 1987 as a 
math and computer science teacher at 
North Warren Central School in the 
Adirondacks.  He taught for two summers 
at the Washington Correctional Facility in 
Comstock, N.Y.

¢ Kim Saheim ’93 (COM) 
is membership and 
advertising sales director 
of the Lake George 
Regional Chamber of 
Commerce and 

Convention and Visitors Bureau. She is 
responsible for the evaluation of the 
chamber’s dues structure, membership 
collateral and recruiting efforts to grow 
membership. She is also responsible for 
advertising sales opportunities in the 
chamber’s annual Four Season 
Guidebook, internet sales and brochure 
display sales at the chamber’s information 
centers. With more than 20 years of 
experience in the hospitality field, Saheim 
spent the last two and a half years at the 
Queensbury Hotel. Prior to that, she was 
an independent agent-business owner for 
Aflac and group sales manager for the 
Fort William Henry Resort and Conference 
Center in Lake George. She and her 
husband, Allen, reside in Hadley, N.Y., and 
are the parents of two children, Kristin and 
Cory.

GET IN ON THE FUN. 
Send us news of your 
accomplishments, birth 
announcements and weddings 
for a chance to win a SUNY 
Plattsburgh sweatshirt.

Alyssa Horowitz 
Weiss ’97 (COM) 
is the winner of 
this issue’s Alumni 
Today submission 
contest. She is a 

stay-at-home mom of Jack, 10, 
Noah, 8, and Emme, 3. An avid 
runner, she loves marathons. 
Upon graduating, she worked 
for Regis and Kathy Lee then 
AOL in advertising sales. Weiss’s 
name was selected from the 
Alumni Today submissions since 
the summer issue of Plattsburgh 
Magazine.

LET’S HEAR FROM 
YOU AT alumni@
plattsburgh.edu.

#plattsgrad

Teaching 
Children the 
Tech-Toy 
Way

DONALD COOLIDGE 
‘11 stood, pitted 
against 400-plus 
teams of developers 
and in front of a 
panel of IBM 

executive entrepreneurs and 
delivered his pitch. Majestyk Apps, a 
digital agency he cofounded and for 
which he served as CEO, was the 
only group in Orlando at the 
Watson Mobile Developer Challenge 
pitching a toy. 

“We knew the judges would either 
love or completely hate the idea of 
Cognitoys,” Coolidge says.

Majestyk’s team walked away 
as one of three winners rewarded 
with IBM resources to develop their 
product. The prize included use of 
IBM’s Watson, a supercomputer 
famed for defeating champions of 
the TV show “Jeopardy.”

Coolidge turned Cognitoys into a 
company called Elemental Path and 
caught the eye of capital investors. 
More than 2,000 backers pledged 
$275,000 on Kickstarter to develop 
Cognitoys — slated for launch this 
winter.

Know an alum you think we 
should feature? Nominate a 

#plattsgrad at alumni.plattsburgh.
edu/plattsgrad.

BY ADAM ST. PIERRE ’16

In July, Theta Kappa Beta alumni weeded, raked, painted and assembled picnic tables for 
residents at the Saratoga County Rural Preservation Company’s men’s veteran homeless shelter 
in Ballston Spa. They also donated six Adirondack chairs as part of their service mission. Pictured 
are (back row) Robert King ’94, Doug Winters ’96, Mark Beebe ’88, Jared Littleboy, Bill 
Saskowicz ’69; (middle row) Keith Wozniak ’69, Roger Meisenhelder ’69; and (front row) 
Alan Gerson ’68, Jerry Welcher ’68 and Nick Cantiello ’70. The fraternity, no longer active on 
campus, was founded by Korean War veterans at the college, also recently established the Theta 
Kappa Beta 1959-2011 Endowment.

¢ Timothy Bailey ’94 
(ENV) is a professional 
engineer with Keystone 
Associates Architects, 
Engineers and Surveyors 
LLC. He has 16 years of 

experience in civil engineering and has 
been involved in a variety of municipal, 
educational and commercial projects.

¢ Mark Kaercher ’94 
(EDU), a math teacher at 
Shaker High School in 
Latham, N.Y., was named a 
New York state master 
teacher by Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo. The master teacher program was 
established in 2013 to create a statewide 
network of high-performing science, 
technology, engineering and math (STEM) 
teachers dedicated to sharing expertise 
with peers and attracting bright students 
to a career in STEM. Kaercher has been 
teaching for 22 years.

¢ Martin Pettit ’94 (SOC) 
is chief of University Police 
at the State University 
College of Technology at 
Delhi. He oversees 
administration and 

supervision of the college’s police 
department, which includes 10 officers, a 
parking assistant, three clerks and student 

Keith (ADM) and Debbie Pattison (EDU) hosted a get-together of friends from the 7th and 
8th floors of “Tower D,” Wilson Hall, at their home in Hudson Falls, N.Y. The group, all from the 
Class of 1975, included: Kathy (Barton) Mongeon (PSY); Valerie (Murdock) Littlefield (BIO); 
Sue (Harvish) McGarry (EDU) G’02; Lynn (Brousseau) Pitts (EDU); Jeff Pitts (GEO); Sue 
(Trautmann) Provencher (EDU) Jan (Devaney) Drasba (A&S) and husband, John Drasba (A&S).

staff members. Pettit had 15 years of 
experience as a University Police officer, 
serving as a lieutenant at SUNY 
Binghamton. He also served as part-time 
chief of police for the Village of Afton, 
N.Y. He is a New York state-certified 
police instructor, a certified police 
field-training officer, an OC spray 
instructor, a certified active shooter 
instructor, and he has trained in critical 
incident response. In 2012, he received 
the Life Saving Award from SUNY 
Binghamton.

¢ Karen Siskavich ’97 
(EDU) G’99 (CDS) and 
George Oehler of 
Gabriels, N.Y. , were 
married July 11, 2015, at 
St. Bernard’s Church in 

Lyon Mountain, N.Y. She is a speech 
language pathologist at Brasher Falls 
(N.Y.) Central School, and he is a 

corrections officer at Adirondack 
Correctional Facility in Ray Brook, N.Y.

¢ Richard Trowbridge G’97 (EDU) is 
principal of Whitehall (N.Y.) Elementary 
School. Prior to his position at Whitehall, 
Trowbridge worked in the Hadley-
Luzerne, N.Y., school district in a variety of 
capacities including guidance counselor, 
teacher-leader and athletic director.

¢ Edward Cook G’99 
(EDU) is the director of 
physical education, health 
and athletics for the South 
Glens Falls (N.Y.) Central 
School District. Cook has 

worked 15 years as an athletic director, 
most recently at Carmel Central School 
District in Putnam County. Prior to that, he 
served in a similar capacity at the 
Beekmantown Central School District. He 
began his career as physical education 
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#plattsgrad

Taking On 
the World 
One Article at 
a Time

WITH A FUSION OF 
JOURNALISM SKILLS 
and some self-
determination, 
Yessenia Funes ’15 is 
off to a promising 

start in the world of journalism. 
Funes, an assistant editor of 

Seattle-based YES! Magazine, writes 
about environmental and economic 
issues — a solid fit for the journalism 
and environmental science graduate.

She attributes her success to the 
experiential learning opportunities 
she was given during her time at 
SUNY Plattsburgh. “Being editor 
in chief of DoNorth magazine 
definitely prepared me for where 
I am today,” she said. She also 
gained experience in college as a 
contributing writer for USA TODAY’s 
college edition.

Funes plans to stay at YES! for a 
few years and explore her areas of 
interest, but for the long term she 
has big plans. Her dream job is to 
help change the world with her 
voice as a foreign correspondent in 
South America.

You can read recent articles by 
Funes at yesmagazine.org.

Know an alum you think we 
should feature? Nominate a 

#plattsgrad at alumni.plattsburgh.
edu/plattsgrad.

BY JORDAN SEYMOUR ’16

¢ Adam Gentile ’00 (PSC) was 
promoted to partner in Fox Rothschild 
LLP’s litigation practice group in the 
firm’s Denver office, where his practice 
concentrates on commercial litigation 
with a focus on construction defect, 
real estate and insurance disputes. He 
has represented general contractors 
and developers in various construction 
defect actions, including large, complex, 
multiparty litigation concerning residential 
and commercial construction projects 
in Colorado. He holds a J.D. from the 
University of Dayton School of Law.

College Auxiliary Services Board of 
Directors and as a member of the SUNY 
Plattsburgh College Council. He lead the 
coordination of Project HELP, which 
engages students in volunteer activities.

¢ Katie McNeil ’03 (EDU) 
G’04 (EDU) CAS ’07 and 
James Francisco married 
May 30 at St. Peter’s 
Church in Plattsburgh. She 
is a middle school principal 

at Northeastern Clinton Central School, 
and he is a New York state trooper. 

¢ Richard Rudl ’03 (FIN) is director of 
finance and operations for the Weston 
Public Schools District in Weston, Conn. 
He served as the chief business and 
financial officer for Norwalk Public Schools 
prior to his being named to Weston in 
July 2015. In addition, he was the director 
of budget reporting for Pace University, 
a senior financial analyst for MAXX 
Properties and a hedge fund accountant 
at Globeop Financial Services. 

¢ Abigail Adams-Snell 
G’05 (EDU) CAS ’13 is the 
principal at Owasco 
Elementary School in 
Owasco, N.Y. She most 
recently worked in the 

Dryden Central School District as director 
of athletics and assistant principal for 
grades six through eight, and as director 
of physical education and health for 
grades K-12.

¢ Nick Maine ’05 (COM) 
is director of sports 
marketing at Galaxy 
Communications. He is 
actively involved with the 
Syracuse Area YMCA 

marketing committee.

¢ Erin Sullivan ’05 (EDU) 
and her husband, James, 
announce the birth of their 
son, Preston James, May 
30, 2014. Erin is a 
prekindergarten teacher 

for Questar III BOCES in Berlin, N.Y.  
James works for New York state at the 
New York State Museum in Albany, N.Y. 
The family resides in Rensselaer, N.Y.

¢ Bailey Perkins Baker 
’06 (EDU) and her 
husband, Nathan, 
announce the birth of their 
son, Micah Danger Baker, 
June 2, 2015. He joins big 

brother, Caedan, 4, and sister, Olivia, 2. 
Baker teaches high school math at 
Greenwich Central School in Greenwich, 
N.Y. Grandparents James and Lisa (Pacelli) 
Perkins are members of the Class of 1974.

¢ Kristen Dario ’08 
(EDU) and Vincent Fazio 
were married July 26, 2014, 
at Goodwill Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church in 
Montgomery, N.Y. Dario is 

a special education teacher in 
Middletown, N.Y. Fazio is a firefighter for 
FDNY.

¢ Chris Ludlow ’08 (PSC) was named 
to City & State Magazine’s “40 Under 40 
Rising Stars,” which profiles rising stars in 
the world of New York state government. 
Ludlow is coordinator for the Civil Service 
Employee Association in Hudson Valley.

¢ Charissa Brown ’09 (PSY) is director 
of ArchCare at Ferncliff Nursing Home’s 
new Center for Neurodegenerative 
Care in Rhinebeck, N.Y. Brown, who 
previously was a social worker at Ferncliff, 
rejoins from the Daughters of Sara 

00s

teacher and coach in the Warrensburg 
Central School District, where he worked 
for six years.

Matt Ryan ’95 (COM) and Brian Flynn ’00 
(COM) were honored for the second straight 
year with a New York State Broadcasters 
Association award for “Best Public Affairs 
Program.” Ryan is the managing editor and 
co-host of the statewide PBS program “New 
York NOW.” Flynn is the videographer and 
editor.

¢ Kysa Roberts ’02 (EDU) 
G’06 (EDU) participated in 
a global field course in 
Costa Rica where she 
studied biotic, physical and 
cultural forces that affect 

tropical biodiversity at the Monteverde 
Cloud Forest Reserve and La Selva 
Biological Station. Roberts, an eighth-
grade science teacher at Saranac (N.Y.) 
Middle School, took the graduate course 
as part of Miami University’s Earth 
Expeditions program.

¢ Meaghan Wilkins ’02 (ART) is 
communications coordinator for Audubon 
International at the organization’s Troy, 
N.Y. headquarters. Wilkins also oversees 
promotional and social media campaigns 
on behalf of Audubon and produces the 
quarterly newsletter among other duties.

¢ Michael Cashman ’03 
(COM) G’06 (CLG) is the 
new supervisor of the Town 
of Plattsburgh, having won 
the seat during 
November’s town 

elections. He entered town politics in 
2013, winning a town council seat. Prior to 
taking the full-time position as supervisor, 
Cashman served as the assistant director 
for the Center for Student Involvement at 
SUNY Plattsburgh. As a student, he held a 
variety of roles, including president of the 
Student Association, vice president of the 
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All Res-Lifers are invited to come 
back to campus for a reunion 
inside Reunion 2016.

Have we got a summer 
bash for you on July 7-9.

alumni.plattsburgh.edu/reunion

Senior Community in Albany where she 
was a case manager. She oversees the 
programmatic approach for the 38-
bed specialized facility, which caters to 
those with neurodegenerative diseases 
including Huntington’s and amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis, or Lou Gehrig’s disease. 
She holds a master’s degree from SUNY 
Albany.

GET SOCIAL:

facebook.com/
sunyplattsburgh

@plattsburghnews

SUNYPlattsburgh

youtube.com/
sunyplattsburgh

Delta Kappa Delta alumni established an endowment in 2012 to fund an annual need-based 
scholarship for students. Currently gifts and pledges to the DKD Alumni Memorial Scholarship 
exceed $50,000 and the alumni brothers are continuing to build support for the endowment.  
They also established a memorial space adjacent to the Hawkins Pond that will be dedicated next 
fall. Pictured here are members of DKD at a recent gathering in Saratoga Springs.
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#plattsgrad

Hearing the 
Call

ERICA 
HENDRICKSON’S 
JOURNEY as an 
audiologist began 
during her 
undergraduate studies 

in the communications disorders 
and sciences program.

Following graduation in 2008, 
Hendrickson received a doctorate of 
audiology from Nova Southeastern 
University in 2013. A few years later, 
she began running a diagnostic and 
rehabilitation clinic in New Jersey 
for the hearing-and-speech impaired.

“I had hoped I would run a clinic 
at some point in my career, but 
I could not have fathomed that 
it would be within a few years of 
graduating,” Hendrickson said. 

Her passion for treating members 
of the pediatric- and special-
needs population inspired several 
volunteer trips to South America. 
Most recently, Hendrickson traveled 
to Nicaragua with the Medical 
Mayflower Outreach Program. 
During her stay, she taught medical 
professionals about basic audiology. 
The monthlong volunteer trip “was 
an unbelievable experience that has 
taught me patience, compassion and 
humility.”

Know an alum you think we 
should feature? Nominate a 

#plattsgrad at alumni.plattsburgh.
edu/plattsgrad.

BY JORDAN SEYMOUR ’16

¢ Hannah Jabaut ’14 (PSY) and Jansen 
Beckstead are engaged. Jabaut is 
studying at Clinton Community College 
to become a registered nurse and works 
as a pharmacy technician at the University 
of Vermont Health Network at CVPH, 
and Beckstead owns Easy Home in Essex 
Junction, Vt. A May 2017 wedding is 
planned.

¢ Stanley Blow III ’15 
(JOU) is a reporter at the 
Waterbury Record and 
Stowe Reporter in Vermont 
where he covers news for 
the Waterbury paper. 

Karen Molin ’77 (EDU), Sharon White ’77 
(A&S), Karyn Krampitz ’77 (ART), Ellen 
Kaufman ’76 (CDF), Betsy Kovach ’77 (NUR) 
and Mary Crosby ’77 (NUR) got together 
for a mini reunion of their own in Las Vegas 
this past spring. The women were friends and 
roommates at SUNY Plattsburgh from 1974 to 
1977.

¢ William Hughes Jr. ’09 
(HRT) and Nicole 
Pomponio ’10 (EDU) were 
married Oct. 18, 2014, at 
St. Saviour Catholic 
Church, Brooklyn, with 

many of their Plattsburgh friends and 
former teammates in attendance. She is a 
third-grade teacher and he is a police 
officer with the NYPD. 

¢ Erik Schwind ’09 (BUS) 
and Amy Gromek of 
Hoboken, N.J., were 
married May 23, 2015, at 
the Church of the 
Assumption, Morristown, 

N.J. He received an MBA from Seton Hall 
and works at Whippany Actuation Systems 
in Whippany, N.J., and she is an attorney 
with Lowenstein Sandler LLP in Roseland, 
N.J.  

¢ Steph Moon ’11 (FIN) 
and Matt Rosenberg ’11 
(JOU) of Pittsburgh were 
married July 11, 2015, in 
Pittsburgh, Pa. She is an 
investment support 

services specialist at the Bank of New York 
Mellon in Pittsburgh, and he is a sports 
designer and copy editor at the Pittsburgh 
Tribune-Review. They met their freshman 
year when she played on the Plattsburgh 
State Cardinal women’s hockey team and 
he covered the team for Cardinal Points. 

¢ Robert Schulz ’12 (CSC) and Brandon 
Koller were married Sept. 5, 2015, in 
Becker Farms and Vizcarra Vineyards, 
Gasport, N.Y. Schulz is a lead programmer 
analyst/client technologies technician 
at the University of Buffalo. Koller is 
attending Roberts Wesleyan College and 
is a perioperative scheduling coordinator 
at Mount St. Mary’s Hospital and Health 
Center. 

¢ Dana Bush CAS ’14 was promoted to 
principal at Dorothy Nolan Elementary 
School in Saratoga Springs, N.Y., in July.

Submit your news at alumni.plattsburgh.edu, or you can send it to SUNY Plattsburgh, 101 
Broad St., Plattsburgh, N.Y., 12901, or to gerianne.wright@plattsburgh.edu.

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
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FAREWELL

In Memoriam

40s

Margaret Vetter ’40 — June 18, 2015
Norma Neubauer ’43 — April 3, 2015
Helen Seller ’43 — Aug. 3, 2015
Mildred Gellner ’46 — Aug. 28, 2015
Clementina Caporale ’49 — June 1, 2015

Dr. Marilyn Chase, associate professor 
 emeritus of home economics — Sept. 
 20, 2015
Ruth Gronert Donaho, instructor in 
 nursing— Sept. 22, 2015
Dr. James Ennis, assistant professor in 
 the sociology department — July 7, 
 2015
Dora Harris, docent, Plattsburgh State 
 Art Museum — Jan. 22, 2015
Dr. Charles Herod, professor emeritus of 
 African/American studies — June 27, 
 2015

50s

Alberta Pritchard ’50 — May 20, 2015
Josephine McSweeney ’51 — May 11, 
 2014
Beverly Perna ’53 — Sept. 9, 2014
Kenneth Kanaly ’54 — Sept. 23, 2015
Katherine Henschell ’55 — April 3, 2015
Phyllis Ormsby ’55 — Sept. 18, 2015
Elizabeth Simpson ’57 — March 25, 2015
Anita Dorsey ’58 — June 29, 2015
Catherine O’Dell ’58 — Aug. 28, 2015

60s

Elaine Rogers ’60 — April 1, 2015
Norma Loughan ’60 — Aug. 15, 2015
Ruth Crisafulli ’64 — July 7, 2015
Maryanne Creighton ’65 — Sept. 22, 
 2015
Jim Holcomb ’67 — Jan. 31, 2015
Anna McGill ’67 — April 27, 2015
Bernard Blew ’68 — May 24, 2015
Joseph Zelinski ’68 G’73 — July 26, 2015
Rev. Thomas Duncan ’69 — May 21, 2015
Charles Davis ’69 — July 3, 2015
Stanley Riggs G’69 — May 12, 2015

70s

Steven Rivers ’71 — Aug. 5, 2015
Carmine Taglione ’71 — May 23, 2015
Frank Fronhofer ’72 — Aug. 9, 2015
Nicholas Kounovsky ’72 — Jan. 2, 2014
John Hoder ’73 — June 1, 2014
Lorna Marx ’73 G’77 G’83 CAS’85 — 
 Aug. 24, 2015
Leslie Mulford ’73 — Sept. 26, 2015
Norman Appel ’74 — June 27, 2015
Jo-Steffi Cunningham ’74 — July 23, 
 2015
Diane Gowell ’74 — March 30, 2015
Bess Hanna ’74 — July 22, 2015
Susan Travis ’75 — Oct. 6, 2015
Timothy Forsyth ’76 — Aug. 1, 2015
Mary Dameron ’77 — July 31, 2015
Brad Landry ’78 — April 1, 2014
Colette Bonelli ’79 — Aug. 12, 2015

80s

Patricia Crosby ’80 — June 26, 2014
Karen Baker ’81 — May 3, 2015
Evelyn Fuller ’81 — July 6, 2015
Roberta Large ’83 — June 24, 2015
Steven Skrubis ’84 — Oct. 10, 2014
James Kavanagh ’87 — Sept. 23, 2015
Sean McCarty ’88 — Sept. 8, 2014
Marni Amell ’89 — June 10, 2015

90s

David Bowling G’94 — June 24, 2015
Amy Barden ’95 — March 19, 2014
Stacey Johnson ’99 — Aug. 15, 2015

00s

Matthew Hunt ’01 — Aug. 9, 2015
James Lawton ’04 — May 19, 2015
Ryan Marshall ’11 — Dec. 10, 2013
Edward Burgess ’12 — Aug. 17, 2015

William Demaniow ’16 — May 9, 2015
Eric Ericson ’17 — Aug. 21, 2015
Evan Gillies ’17 — Aug. 30, 2015

STUDENTS

FACULTY AND STAFF

Notices of deaths must be accompanied by a copy of an obituary or memorial 
card. Send to Gerianne Wright, assistant director of advancement communications, 
SUNY Plattsburgh, 101 Broad St., Plattsburgh, N.Y., 12901, or gerianne.wright@
plattsburgh.edu, or fax 518-564-2094.
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when she opened a family day care 
center in 2013, said, “The program was 
really beneficial. It paid for our gardening 
tools and materials as well as classes 
on starting a garden, nutrition, health 
and indoor activities for the children to 

stay active during 
North Country 
winters. And we’re 
now serving more 
fresh fruits and 
vegetables with 
each meal.”

Gran-Henriksen 
added, “The rate of 
childhood obesity 
in Clinton County 
is statistically 
much higher 

than in other parts of New York. We 
know that obese children tend to grow 
up to be obese adults, so we wanted 
to do something that included early 
intervention.” 

Undergraduate nutrition and nursing 
students assessed each of the providers to 

SPEND A MOMENT watching the 
preschoolers at Ruthie’s Place in 
Plattsburgh tend to their first vegetable 
garden, and you see more than what 
seeds, water and sunshine can produce in 
a season. You’ll witness the beginnings 
of a lifelong lesson in healthy eating 
that was developed through a $20,000 
General Mills Champions for Healthy 
Kids grant.

Jorunn Gran-Henriksen, associate 
professor of nutrition, and Dr. JoAnn 
Gleeson-Kreig, professor of nursing and 
associate vice president for academic 
affairs, used the grant as a way to get 
children excited about gardening and 
entice them to try different foods.

“It’s a fun way to get the children 
involved. Healthy habits start young,” 
Gran-Henriksen 
said. 

With help 
from volunteers 
of the Cornell 
Corporation 
Extension’s 
Master Gardener 
program and Ann 
Fraser, training 
coordinator of 
the Child Care 
Coordinating 
Council of 
the North Country, more than 200 
children in 17 child care centers in the 
Plattsburgh area planted cucumbers, 
tomatoes, celery and more. 

Ruthie Baker ’09, who put her child 
care management degree to good use 

Healthy Habits 
Start Young: 
Planting Seeds 
for Success

THE LAST WORD

BY JORDAN SEYMOUR ’16

The toddlers and preschoolers at Ruthie’s Place enjoyed helping so much that they would 
pretend to water the plants because they weren’t big enough to lift the can of water.

The program was really 
beneficial. It paid for our 

gardening tools and materials as 
well as classes on starting a garden, 
nutrition, health and indoor activities 
for the children to stay active during 
North Country winters. And we’re 
now serving more fresh fruits and 
vegetables with each meal.

— Ruthie Baker ’09, Ruthie’s Place

»  Jordan Seymour is a senior 
public relations major from 
Hudson Falls, N.Y.

help with policy change within the child 
care centers.

“It was important to empower each 
center’s director so they could instill 
healthy practices into their curriculum,” 
Gran-Henriksen said. “We hope their 
enthusiasm will set off a chain reaction 
where parents begin to incorporate the 
same practices at home.”  n



All gifts to the Plattsburgh College Foundation benefit SUNY Plattsburgh.

Make your gift today, then ask 5 friends to Feed the Bird.
plattsburgh.edu/feedthebird or call us at 800-964-1889

Watch Burghy Take Flight
A record 4,155 Cardinals fed Burghy during the Plattsburgh Fund’s 
Feed the bird campaign last year. We invite you to flap your wings 

(give yourself a round of applause) and help us do it again.

Your gift helps Cardinals who are still in the nest by funding 
scholarships, internships, research activities and other career-

development opportunities. Alumni gifts are received with boundless 
gratitude from the college, students and their families. With your 

help, there’s no limit to how high our Cardinals will fly.
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Friday night’s Homecoming bonfire on Memorial Field welcomed more than 1,000 students, alumni and friends. A 
showcase of student-decorated banners lined the Saranac River Trail nearby. While basking near the fire, guests enjoyed music, dancing, 
warm cider and s’mores. Public relations students helped the college create the new tradition. Plans are already in the works for next 
October’s celebration.

HOMECOMING 2015 IGNITED A NEW TRADITION ALONG WITH SCHOOL SPIRIT.
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