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AS A FINAL ACT OF GENEROSITY TO 

COLLEGE-AGE YOUNG PEOPLE IN AND

AROUND PLATTSBURGH, Grace Howard-

Allen, who died in June 2014 at the 

age of 100, left the remaining $500,000 

from an IRA to the Plattsburgh College 

Foundation Allen-Howard Scholarship. 

The funds were added to the 

endowment that was initially funded 

when the Allen-Howard Scholarship 

Plattsburgh College Foundation was 

transferred to the foundation upon 

the death in 2005 of her husband, Dr. 

Jonathan M. Allen. Today, the total 

family commitment is more than $1 

million. It supports students hailing from 

northeastern New York and is based on 

academic merit and financial need. 

“Grace grew up on a subsistence farm in Michigan where she learned self-

sufficiency,” said daughter-in-law Eileen Barber Allen ’77, G’87, coordinator of the GIS 

laboratories in the Center for Earth and Environmental Science who is married to one of 

the couple’s four sons, Peter ’77.

“She was the smartest person I’ve ever known in an academic sense,” Barber Allen 

said. 

Grace studied commerce and math and, because of the Great Depression, was the 

only one in her class to get a job right after college. She first taught school before 
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FOR FRESHMAN MATTHEW RINE OF 

PERU, who began his college career this 

fall as one of only five new presidential 

scholars at SUNY Plattsburgh, the 

possibilities of who and what he will do 

with his life are an embarrassment of 

riches — so many choices for so many 

interests. It’s hard for him to narrow it 

down.

Will he choose business? History? 

Environmental sciences? Law?

“I was looking at some great colleges, 

including Plattsburgh. So when I got 

the scholarship offer, the decision was 

easy.”

His mother, Kate ’89, and father, 

Jerry, have always pushed him to do 

his best, but his teachers at Peru High 
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deciding to join the Navy. 

With a new job at the Navy’s 

Hydrographic Office in 

Washington, D.C., she earned 

top clearance and helped track 

submarines during World War II.  

Grace met Jon in Washington 

where he was completing 

a surgery internship at the 

National Naval Medical Center 

in Bethesda, Md. Both were 

in the thick of war efforts. Jon 

was always appreciative of his 

scholarship to Williams College, 

his schooling as a surgeon at 

Albany Medical College and the 

opportunities for medical training he received in the Navy.

After marrying in 1948, they returned to Jon’s native 

Plattsburgh where he began to build a general surgery practice 

they started a family: three of their four sons, David, Paul and 

Peter, were Plattsburgh State Hudson Scholars. Jonathan, 

their youngest son, graduated from Rochester Institute of 

Technology as an electrical engineer.  

“Growing up in the Depression influenced both of them,” 

said Barber Allen. “They had a can-do attitude and did so much 

for others.”

HERITAGE SOCIETY MEMBERS are some of the college’s leading benefactors. They invest 

in future generations of students through wills, insurance policies, annuities, charitable trusts 

or permanent endowments. The Heritage Society recognizes individuals who have made 

planned-giving commitments or established an endowment.

THE HERITAGE 
SOCIETY

Allen-Howard Scholarship
1960 College-tuition fund established 

for Allen family members

2000 Not-for-profit Allen-Howard Scholarship 
Foundation established

2005 Plattsburgh College Foundation 
begins managing fund 

2014 Final gift to the Plattsburgh College 
Foundation Allen-Howard Scholarship

GRACE HOWARD-ALLEN DIED IN JUNE 2014, but this year, 

Grace and her late husband, Dr. Jonathan Allen, made all the 

difference in the lives of 12 current SUNY Plattsburgh students.  

Because of their thoughtful gifts, including naming the 

Plattsburgh College Foundation as beneficiary of an Individual 

Retirement Account (IRA), these students can pursue their 

dreams at SUNY Plattsburgh. 

Consider the impact that a future, tax-wise gift from your 

IRA or retirement plan would have on the college and our 

students. The benefits of a retirement plan or IRA gift are two-

fold: your gift will help support students, and tax consequences 

are minimized if your taxable assets such as retirement plans, 

are left to the Plattsburgh College Foundation, a tax-exempt 

organization. 

When considering the distribution of assets in your estate 

plans, there are differences in the tax consequences for your 

heirs. Involving a CPA, financial advisor and gift planner is an 

important strategy in building a tax-wise estate and gift plan. 

It is simple to gift an IRA by contacting your retirement plan 

or IRA administrator and complete a beneficiary designation 

form naming the Plattsburgh College Foundation (the nonprofit 

arm of SUNY Plattsburgh that accepts all gifts for the college) 

as a beneficiary. Beneficiary forms can be changed at any 

time without the formality associated with executing a will. 

Your future gift will work to help fulfill the mission of SUNY 

Plattsburgh. 

Gifts of IRA and 
Retirement Plans Make 
Good Sense
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YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE WEALTHY TO MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE. 

You just need a plan for achieving your personal and 

philanthropic objectives, and we’re here to help you establish 

that plan.

As you create or refine a plan to provide for your or your 

family’s future, and as you think about the charities and 

organizations you wish to support, we hope you consider 

including a gift to SUNY Plattsburgh in your estate.

Your planned gift could be the solution to the economic 

challenges many of our students face while earning their 

degree. In some cases, it can also provide a reliable income 

stream to you, your spouse or your family during their lifetime(s). 

BEQUESTS 

One of the simplest planned gifts is through a bequest or will. 

You may choose to leave a fixed amount, a certain percentage 

of your estate or a remainder interest. You may specify your 

gift be used to meet the college’s most urgent needs, restrict 

funds to a specific program, or create an endowment that would 

generate income in perpetuity.

LIFE-INCOME GIFTS

These gifts can provide you with income for life, while allowing 

you to make a significant gift to the foundation. Depending on 

your investments, a charitable gift annuity or a remainder trust 

might provide a higher rate of return than you are currently 

receiving.

LIFE INSURANCE 

Naming the foundation as a beneficiary of your life-insurance 

policy is a very simple gift to make. Should you transfer ownership 
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MEET OUR PLANNED GIVING TEAM

If you have questions about making a planned gift, please contact us at 518-564-2090 or 800-964-1889 or plannedgiving@plattsburgh.edu.

of the policy to the foundation and designate it as the beneficiary, 

it is also possible to receive a charitable deduction.

GIFTS OF RETIREMENT PLANS 

As IRAs, 401(k) plans and other retirement plan options grow in 

number, gifts of retirement plans have become popular.

ENDOWMENTS

An endowment is a fund established by a donor and managed by 

the Plattsburgh College Foundation in perpetuity. Only a portion 

of the endowment is disbursed annually, for the purposes defined 

by the donor, with the original gift remaining intact and existing 

as a lasting legacy that supports future generations.
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“SUNY Plattsburgh is the linchpin 

of education in the North Country. 

So if you’re inclined to invest in the 

future, there’s probably no better 

investment than this. I’ve found that 

making donations from an IRA or 

other retirement account is relatively 

painless. The money has already been 

set aside, so as long as I have what I need each month, I am 

happy to help students see the possibilities education can bring. 

I’ve found it immensely gratifying to support young people who 

are trying to advance themselves.”

Invest in the Future

3 ACTIONS YOU CAN TAKE TODAY …

RETURN the enclosed reply 

card and we will contact you to 

discuss gift options that best fit 

your objectives.

VISIT plattsburgh.edu/plannedgiving to 

learn more ways to stupport our students.

CONTACT us at 800-964-1889 or 

plannedgiving@plattsburgh.edu.

School really broadened his interests. 

Rine became interested in the law while working as a youth 

attorney for the Clinton County Youth Court.

He also loves businesses and economics, and he is also 

considering a career in the environment. Then again, Rine is 

fascinated by world history and studies it in his spare time.

He’s not a total bookworm, though: he was captain of 

Peru’s varsity tennis team, is an avid kayaker and is working on 

becoming an Adirondack High Peaks’ 46er. 

“I’m so proud to be getting this scholarship (funded by the 

Allen-Howard Scholarship Foundation). Without having to worry 

about finances, it gives me such a great opportunity to discover 

what to do with my life.” 

Three 
Generations

Matthew Rine’s mother, Kate ’89, and 
grandmother, Jean Cordes ’77, both 
graduated from SUNY Plattsburgh.

— William D. “Bill” Laundry HON ’88, vice 
president of student affairs emeritus
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